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A Message from the Pastor, Rev. Eustacia Marshall
Greetings! I write with gratitude for your continued support of New River’s 
ministry. Our focus in 2022 has been “stronger.” We set out to strengthen the 
conditions for growth in our ministry and by God’s grace, we are living into that 
call. This year, we averaged 50 people in online worship weekly and we remain an 
emergency contact for families in need of groceries. Our Wonderful Wednesdays 
continue to be a midweek moment, fueling the soul, as we join together in 6:30 AM 
morning prayer and 6:30 PM Bible Study. With your prayers, participation, and 
giving, we are on the move in our mission. Here are some quarterly highlights…

1
st

Quarter Highlights

• Our first class of New River elders 
began.

• We hired a community 
engagement consultant, Partners 
for Sacred Places & established 
“the Green Team” to work closely 
with them.

• We drew near to the Spirit, 
observing Lent using the Matthew 
25 Beloved Community devotion 
and intermittent fasting. 

• We hosted our first annual 
congregation meeting.

2nd Quarter Highlights

• Our post-Easter Emmaus Walk on 
April 23 gave us an opportunity to 
see our neighborhood through new 
eyes.

• Our May 21 Neighborhood walk gave 
us an opportunity to speak with our 
neighbors. We learned, listened, and 
shared our ministry.

• We formed an amazing community 
advisory team of local residents, 
local organizations, and national 
partners.

• Our Bible study focus, “Rest in the 
Storm” encouraged us to follow 
Jesus’ pace of grace.

Rev. Eustacia Moffett Marshall



3rd Quarter Highlights

• Good Shepherd Affordable Senior Housing development received a 
grant for 1.5 million dollars in funding, moving us closer to breaking 
ground on the development.

• We hosted the We Care community picnic with more than 100 
people attending during Labor Day Weekend.

• We launched a study on the power of prayer. Almost 40% of our 
worshipping community are attending the “Centering Prayer” bible 
study each Wednesday at 6:30 PM. 

• We approved the temporary facility refresh project, a historic move 
to refresh our facility before permanent redevelopment. This will 
enable us to worship in person and broadcast online in 2023. Date 
for in person worship: TBD

• New River welcomed its first seminarian intern, Maggie Akinleye.
4th Quarter Highlights

• We hosted a community event with 67 neighbors including the 
congregation and community, to explore the kinds of ministries and 
programs that our facility might serve as a hub in the East Parkside 
community. (See attached summary from the event) Also, 
Councilwoman Jamie Gauthier toured our facility on October 26.th

• We hired UMBU Design to create a logo and provide social media 
leadership beginning January 2023.

• We’re gearing up for a design charrette with architects to develop an 
interior concept for the permanent redevelopment project.

• We delivered Thanksgiving meals to 30 families with turkey, 
stuffing, mac and cheese, green beans, and juice.  

• Wakanda Movie Day on November 19th was a blast!

To God be the glory for the things God has done! 

As we look towards 2023, let us continue to invest in our mission and our  growth. Our session would like 
you to be aware that per November 30, 2022, we have a shortfall of $3,533,45. 

Per Nov. 30, 2022 Operating Expenses Total $139,978 • Revenue: $136,000 • Short: $3533.45

Help us meet the $3,533.45 need by giving to our Sow and Grow 2022 Offering – a one time gift 
above and beyond the December offering. When you give to Sow and Grow, indicate “Sow and Grow” and 
the amount you are designating in the memo of your check or in the note section of online giving.  

Also don’t forget that your offering in December is very important in helping us meet December’s 
operating expense, which totals approximately $12,000.  

You will notice in each quarter, we are community focused, in keeping with our mission to multiply 
leaders and disciples who love God, love people, and serve the world! Jesus said, “This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you (John 15:12)! We grow STRONGER in 
love and STRONGER as a church when we give our lives in service to someone else. 

I trust that God will help us put our hearts, hands, and treasures together to end the year STRONGER. 
Thank you for being the river through which God’s generosity flows!

In Advent Expectation, Pastor M 



Thursday, November 10, 2022 
Community Asset Mapping Event  • Summary Report 
Participants were asked to think about ways New River can connect its assets to those of the 
community. Partners for Sacred Places compiled the key themes which emerged.
Summary of Key Themes
Holistic Youth Empowerment

• Several groups discussed the possibility of New River hosting or 
providing vocational training programs and career exploration 
experiences.

• New River can be a place for youth to access cultural experiences that 
would otherwise be inaccessible to them. 

• The development of local youth’s spirituality, is an area of enrichment 
and empowerment many schools cannot provide. 

Encourage Neighborhood Rootedness  (Anti-Displacement)

• Preserve and promote the history and heritage of East Parkside. 

• Help to empower the residents of East Parkside to make their voices 
heard and claim agency. 

• Focus on seniors as a constituency for healthcare, housing, food security, 
and even cultural and recreational initiatives to help residents stay in 
their homes and remain engaged in the community ecosystem. 

Enhance neighborhood health

• Expand and enhance the United Community Clinic and healthcare 
services within the church. Make the basement ADA accessible.

• Create a wellness hub within New River’s facilities. 

Create Space For Community Use

• Become an informal community arts hub. 

• Create comfortable, accessible, and affordable meeting and gathering 
space for local groups. 

• Become a key component of New River’s financial sustainability strategy 
through space rental. 

Activate the Green Space

• Host a community garden program, which would allow residents the 
opportunity to cultivate the land for their individual and community 
benefit. 

• Create an urban farm. Pics above were captured at the event.



During 11 AM Worship

Following 11 AM Worship
Purpose: Year End Ministry & 

Stewardship Updates 

New River Presbyterian Church
Rev. Eustacia Moffett Marshall, Senior Pastor

Join worship online via
newriverpc.org

or
Phone: 312-626-6799

ID:873-324-9169
Password: 1234

Sunday, December 18, 2022


